With this issue of the Journal of Intensive Care Medicine, a significant editorial change has occurred. My friend and colleague, Dr Richard Irwin, has decided to resign after 20 years of wonderful service as the coeditor of JICM. Dr Irwin has recently been named editor-in-chief of CHEST. The significant added responsibilities in this new position preclude his continuing to serve as coeditor of JICM.
Dr Irwin has been a friend and valued colleague for many years. He has made enormous contributions to JICM over the last 2 decades. Of course, we will miss him very much.
The good news, however, is that Dr Irwin will continue to collaborate with me on multiple other editorial projects in the area of intensive care medicine. He remains the lead editor of our major textbook Irwin and Rippe's Intensive Care Medicine. Dr Irwin and I are currently hard at work on the sixth edition of this large, multiauthored textbook. In addition, Dr Irwin coedits three other books in intensive care with me. So although I view Dr Irwin's departure from JICM with sadness, he will continue to be a close and valued colleague on multiple editorial endeavors. We also hope that we may prevail on him to occasionally write an editorial or review a manuscript for JICM.
Dr Irwin will be replaced by Dr Nicholas Smyrnios. Dr Smyrnios is Associate Professor of (Pulmonary) Medicine, Director of the Intensive Care Unit, and Associate Chief of the Division of Pulmonary, Allergy and Critical Care Medicine at the UMass Memorial Healthcare. I have had the pleasure of working with Dr Smyrnios on multiple projects over the years. He coedits a textbook with Dr Irwin and me, Review of Intensive Care Medicine. In addition, he has served on the Editorial Board of JICM as our CPC editor. Dr Smyrnios brings a wealth of background in intensive care and enormous research and practical experience in the area. Although in many ways he will continue in the direction established by Dr Irwin, Dr Smyrnios will also bring his own unique perspective and creative ideas as we move JICM into the future.
So the changing of the guard has occurred at JICM. However, one thing remains constant and that is our commitment to bring the highest level of academic discourse and exchange of ideas to the pages of our journal. We are committed to continuing to make JICM a valued and important part of the dialogue in intensive care medicine.
